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559 Forest Street
Oaklend, California 94618
July 28, 1982

To Whom it May Concern:

It has come to my sttention that the sffectiveness of Bagwan

" Shres Ra jneesh as a religious teacher and enlightened Master of

Philesophy is being challeng=d bzcause the presant stage of His
Teaching has led Him to take a vow of public Silencz. Apperently
this form of teaching makes the literal-minded pszrson think that
Bagwan has stopped teaching. In fact, Bagwan's Silence is a
fulfillment of His Spoken and Written Word... a natural, dramatic
and: courageous fulfillment. Bagwan's teaching about the spiritual
reality which is omnhi-prasent has always transcsnded the languags

he used to point to "it." This conundrum is self-svident to the
Creative imsgination and is a language barrier which Poetry and Art
are parpetually working to penetrate. - The problsm has been a central

.theme in the works of Norman O. Brown who is cne of ounr foremost wastern

authorities on language and its relationship to spirit:

It cannot be put into words becamsz it does not consist
of things. TIiteral words always define properties.
Beyond the reality-prinecipnle &nd reificaticn is silence,
the flesh. Freud said, Our god Logos; but refrain from
uniting with words, in order to unite with the word
made flssh.

Norman 0. Brown, "Love's Body"

Vintage Books, 1968. P, 265

I am frankly quite surprised that I have become a Sannyasin (a
Student-Devoters) of Bagwan because I basically believe in the autcnomy
of the individusl, I distrust Hero worship, I am wary of organiz:d
religion and I do not enjoy bemdabell=d as a "member of a cult." I
spent & year studying Bagwan's ‘books and meditating bzfore I finally
took the plunge into Sannyas without ever having actually sesen Bagwan.
My choice to &ccept Him as a teacher and spiritual guide towards S=1f-
Real-Eye~Zation was uluimztely a "Leap of Faith" in which many of tne
doubts and negative thoughts I had had, dissolved away.

As a person with twenty-six years of formal education behind msz,
& Masters in Art History, a Masters in Sculpture and an inter-naticnal
follcwing in the art world I turned towards Bagwan as the vessel of
the Spirit and Intelligence of True Higher Education. This country
is indead fortunate to haves attracted the boundless gifts of Bagwan's
presence as He guides each of His Sannyvasins towards thz Silence of
hHir own awakened responsa-ability. The 2ssential mzaning of "education"
1s to "draw out,"” to guide on=2's follawars out into the reality of tae
present and into Seli-Fulfillment. This is exactly what Bagwan is doilng
in a~Mused Silence.

May His presencz be welcomed and honored as a gift and blessing
to America, the haven of spiritual and religious freedom, the Home of
the New Frontiers in consciousness.

Sincerely, ’t:D

Sw. Amrit Paul
a.R.a. Paul Cotton
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