"Juby 27, 1983
P.0. Box 10,

Rafneeshpunam,
OR. 97741

TO WHOM 1T MAY CONCERN

I am writing Ln support of allowing Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh's
permanent nesdidence L{n the Undited States. Forn the past
fournteen yeans, 1 have been a high schoof and college
Leachen as well as an admindistratorn on the univensity Level.
Ten yeans ago 1 began a spirnitual quest that Led me from
thkida to Alaska and ginally, two yearns ago, %o Poona,
Ind4ia.

From the {inst moment that 1 nead a book of Bhagwan's
discournses, 1 knew that my search had ended, and that
1 had found my Mastern. Fron that poinit, 1 read forty
or {44ty of Bhagwan's books and visited the Rajneesh
Meditation Centern at Geetam in Californdia. 1In 1981

1 preparned to Leave fon Poona, India, to take sannyas
(initiation into disciplehood]. Two months before
depanting fon India, 1 necedved wornd Zhat Bhagwan had
gone into silence and.that the ultimate phase of his
work would be done through a heart-to-heant commundion
with his disciples. " This was an exciting, though
mystenious event forn me, and I was noit aware of L1s
dmplications until 1 Zook sannyas in India Ln June of
1981.

At that time, Bhagwan had just Left Poona for the United
States. Strangely enough, this was not a great disappointment
§or me, because Bhagwan's presence on the spirnitual plane

was 80 strong in the ashram even in his physical absence.

This presence was felt by all of us in Poona, especially

in the thenrapy groups, Zhe satsangs, and the meditations.
Incredible changes wene happening Zo me, within me, ZThat

wonds could neven evoke. The Masten's silence was goding

far beyond and much deeper than mental-audio wonrd

processing could achieve.

I retunned to Alaska aften that summen and nesumed my jfob
as Dirnecton of Graduate Studies for the Universiiy of

La Verne Residence Center Lin Anchorage, Alaska, but

within me everything had changed. As 1 continued my

dilent meditations fon the next two yeans, 1 felt Bhagwan's
presence more and more strongly, despite the physical
distance and because of his beautiful silence.

Finally, 1 netunned to be with my Master at the Second
Annual Wonld Celebration hene in Rajfjneeshpuram, Oregon, 4an
June, 1983, 1% was my {inst vis.it hene, and 1 was
astounded at the energy, Love and physical mani{festations
0f his powenful silence. This desent in two shoat yeans
was rapidly becoming a Garden of Eden. The Lovding
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eneativity and ongandzation that §Lows from him through
his sannyasins into every detail of this commune 4
clearly visible to anyone who visits here. The
inspination of his silence has truly created a Buddhafield
of Love unlike anything the world has expenienced before.

The meditations and satsangs in Bhagwan's presence wexre
Zhe most beautiful expendiences of my Life. The Love that
emanates grom this Mastern is beyond wonds, which anre
totally inadequate to descaibe the inner journey his
silence brings to us. His darshans and daily drive-bys
are g§Lashes of innen Light, peace, and Love that keep

us centered Lin the Divdine.

Bhagwan has changed my £ife. Three days after my arndival
hene 1 intuitively hnew that my Zime o be here had come.
1 nesigned my jobs with the univensity and the Anchorage
School Distnict, and 1 am now a resdident, Lending HALs
gandens and carrnying oui the work that his silence
Lnspines and direcis.

PLease allow this gentle, Loving, compassionate being %o
remain in this country. He offens progfound relief from a
stness-nidden, strife-torn world, and his visdion offens
new hope for humanity. to £ive 4in harmony and Love.

i Rewinl (e bt

Swami Premesh
a.k.a. Alan Bassett



