July 23, 1983

Swami Chidananda
Villa "Il Palagio"
Candeli, (Firenze)
ITALY

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

I met Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh in Poona in 1974 - at
that time I was 19 years old and I had just taken my
degree as a school teacher - and since then life for me
has been an ongoing adventure both into the .inner and
outer world.

Having met Him when I was so young had a profound
influence on my life and both my parents encouraged me
to follow His teachings and helped me at times also
financially to go visit Him in India. (My mother also
took initiation as a disciple in 1975).

During my life I worked in many different fields -
as a musician, gardener, carpenter and others - and in
all of them I have been feeling His influence because
He has taught me to work with love and playfulness, which
is something really unique to learn in this world where
ambition and competition prevail. I was born and grew
up in an ancient aristocratic Italian family and I feel
really grateful to Bhagwan because He has always pointed
out the very ordinariness of life which would have
been difficult for me to experience, considering my
background. Activities like gardening or carpentry have
become for me the most exciting adventures simply because
He is teaching us how to make work a worship. During the
period in India I translated a few of His books into
Italian and, getting to know His words, I thought sometimes
that I was really understanding what He was saying but
once He entered into silence I realized that in His talks
He was just pointing towards something that is happening
beautifully HERE in the mystery of His silent presence and
in the day to day life of Rajneeshpuram commune.

I came from Italy twice to take part in the World
Festivals here at Rajneeshpuram and I realized that people
here live the 1life I've always been dreaming of. And
that is: every resident in the commune works, everyone
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contributes with incredible love and devotion, just

happy to be here, to be alive. And I said to myself:

"So that's what Bhagwan was talking about during those
beautiful mornings in Poona...." And that's why now

He is silent because all that He was talking about is
becoming a reality and finally He can just sit silently,
spreading His love, which, believe me, is just overflowing
here at Rajneeshpuram.

Yours sincerely,
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Swami Chidananda



