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Robert -Owen Rees
26 Farquharson St.
Nairne 5252

South Australia

To Whom It May Concern.

| am a marketing economist and have been working for the South Australian
Department of Agriculture in this capacity for the past four years. Prior
to this | worked for the Australian Government in the Department of
Primary Industry for five years.

| have a degree in agricultural economics with majors in sociology
and farm management. Subsequently | obtained a psychology major at the
Australian National University.

In my work as a marketing economist | make a great number of public
appearances, run seminars and issue press statements designed to effect
change not only in the rural community but also in government policy.

One of the most fundamental learning influences for me came from the
works of Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh. Through regular use of his meditation
techniques | have been able to deal effectively with the build-up of work
and allied tension levels by finding an inner silence, a period of pause,
which allows for a regeneration of energy. The feeling is to drop the
tension load and take time out for an inner peacefulness.

Through his religious books and tapes | am constantly reminded of a way
of life which is directed more toward laughing than toward hatred, loving
rather than hating and living more totally than | was previously. The
experience has led me to take more responsibility for my own decision-
making process.

Participation in various group workshops simply validates what is con-
tained in the books and tapes in a more intense way. They are devices
which enable life to be more direct and honest rather than devious and
manipulative.

The teachings of Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh have enabled me to see myself
more clearly and as a consequence | can understand more clearly where people
are coming from. More importantly | can stand aside and be objective
rather than become attached to someone else's position.

To be an effective catalyst for change in the area of marketing reform,
which | am presently involved in, the teachings of Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh
have made me an effective listener and learner. They have been invaluable
in dealing with growers who are resistant to change. | am encouraging
wheat growers to become more aware of their own potential for directing
their own destiny rather than always relying on someone else. In any
area of marketing reform there is a feeling of strangeness, of lack of
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confidence, of fear on the part of the rural community. The teachings of
Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh show exceptional insight into the resistances in
people and society and how to move through those resistances of fear,
anger, hatred, passivity and effect beneficial change in society.

Yours sincerely,

Robert Rees
Senior Agricultural Economist



