WILLY A. LACERDA

ENGENHEIRO CIVIL

Rio de Janeiro, July 15, 1983

To
thom it may concern

c/0 Rajneesh Hotel
1115 sy 11, 12th ave
Portland, Oregon
97205 - USA

My name is Willy Alvarenga tacerda. I'm 47 years cld, have 4

sons ( fdom 16 to 22 years old ), and a Civil Engineer, witha
B.S. degree fwom the National School of Engineering of Rio de
Janeiro,1958. I have also M.5., and Ph.bD. degreeas obtained in
1969 and 1976, respectively, both at the University of Califor-
nia at Berkelamy, in tha spescialty of Soil liechanics. Sincs

then 1'va been teaching graduate and undergeaduats courses of
Soil liechanis at COPPE-UFRJ (Coordination of Graduats Programs

in Zngineering, Federal University of Rio de Janeiro ), where

1'm now a Full Professor, having had and having more than 25

WeSs and 5 Ph.D. Thesis under my advisorship. I also do a lot

of consulting in my field, travelling extensively in Brasil,
having as my clients consulting firms and State and Federal
Agencies. 1 have published mors than 20 technical papsrs and am no
preparing a book on Soil iechanics; I have attendsd many natbo-
nal and international Conferences of Soil liechanics, having bssan
recently selected as one of the panelists in one of the sessions
of the next International Conference of Socil liechanis and Engine-
ering Foundation, %o be held in 1985 at San Francisce, Califarnia.

Well, enough about me.

In 1978 I was visiting a friend, and browsing in his library a
copy of the “"Book of the Secrets, volume 1 ™ came undsr my attsn-
tion, 1 could not stop its reading, and had to xerox it, for my
friend wouldn't lend it to me under no hypothesis ( I now undars=
tand why ! ). I thon began to read eagerly all that I could 6f and
ebout Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh, for I was having my internal sfrings
plucked with such a force, giving forth such a harmonious melody,
that I felt that that was that - I had arrived at the right aman.

Before knowing Bhagwan I had the pretension of reacing evsrybhing
that ths human mind had elaboratad through tha centuries, and thsn
do my own personal view of the world. After Bhagwan, 1 saw the

non-sense 1 was pursuing, for then it became crystal clear to me
that sverything alrsady is, that there is no way of reaching Trut
by mere intelectual spsculation. 1 bagan to see and fesl life as'a
tremendously enjoyable play, and 1 discovered ( or rediscoverad !

the enormous pleasure that intelectual gamas‘affcrds us, 1Scluq1ng
my profession., 1 rslaxed more and more into it, I lost my "serious
ness", and my classes and consulting.jobs became more and more ;
enjoyable. hy God, how I have fun doing what I am doing for a liv
Through Bhagwan, 1 rediscovared my creativity. That was a 5§13tn25
for me. In evarything that I do, there's always the possibility tc
re-create, to discover new facets that were neglected os hidden.
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All my professional designs are now more frese, I'm experimenting
more. But, as a Good Enginssr, I play it according to scientific
methodology, ebsying established rules and experience; the only
difference is that I know I can change a ruls, if I find it out-
dated or fddse.

Besides this tremendous push in my profsssion, I began to experi
ence meditatien, to attend growth groups under the guidance of
Bhagwan's sannyasins. liy personal relationship with psople
changed, at first impercsptibly, and, cince I had the courage to
finally recognize and accept Bhagwan as my faster, which happsens
in lats 1981, the changss have been vary big, yet subtle. People
that donft see me for a long time sometimaes say they wouldn't
recognize me, were it not for my face and identity card.

My fesling now is of a growing Love. Yes, I Love Bhagwen. And
through him, I'm more and more loving towards living beings fof
this Universe, tremendously respectful of every aspect of Creati
Not only I am lsarning to love mbre, I am alsc accepting love

( which I now recognize I didn't, bafore ).

What can 1 say more 7

Bhagwan is a fMaster, and I trust his guidance., He gave me a mew
name: W Swami Bodhi Willy, which means Conscisnce, leading to
illumination. He kept the old rame Willy, as if to remember me
to accept the worlc, and live in it, but not be of it.

I hops Bhagwan stays with us, and where he is now, for a leng,
long time.

With lovs,
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