July 18, 1983

To Whom It May Concern,

I, Thomas L. Grunden, was born in Texas and lived there during my
school years. At the age of 12 due to outstanding works, I was

given an I.Q. test. The result of that test was 168. A follow up

test at age 18 showed the same genius score of 172. I attended both
Texas Technological University and the University of Texas. I graduated
with high honors with a B.A. in Psychology and a B.S. in Physics. I
began my graduate career in Social Psychology with Elliot Aromson. I
coordinated a project with 80 public school teachers in Austin, Texas,
testing the usefulness of different teaching techniques.

I then became interested in meditation and began a ten year study of

Tai Chi. Tai Chi is a three thousand year old Taoist moving meditaticn
technique which also is the basis for most eastern martial-art techniques.
I became a teacher of Tai Chi after the first four years. During these
ten years I studied metaphysics and relgion extensively. As a result

I became co-editor for a Theosophical magazine (The Seventh Ray) and
contributed articals to that and other publications. I then began
lecturing to various Theosophical and religious groups. The Theoso-
phical Society has been a well established organization for a hundred
years and has educated and trained Krishnamurti. They continue to sponsor
and promote people and research that better creates an atmosphere of
understanding between all the world religions.

During my travels and continued reading I came across books by Bhagwan

Shree Rajneesh. These books appealed not only to my schooled mind

but brought clarity to many of the inner experiences of my meditation.

As it became clear to methat Rajneesh was an exceptional person, I

began to attend groups lead by Bhagwan's group leaders. Having participated
in the group process during my Unveristy training, I was pleased to see

that these groups were a step beyond any I had experienced. This lead

me to read over one hundred of Bhagwan's books which added to my under-
standing of physics, psychology, metaphysics and religion.

I have sat with Bhagwan in Satsang ahd Darshan in Oregon and I say with
no hesitation that,he is a man with a beauty and understanding unlike
anyone I have ever met. The presence of such a man in America at this
time is of immeasurable value. :

Sincerely,
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Thomas L. Grunden
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