July 21st 1983

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

-

I have studied the history of ideas for over twenty years, and obtained
a Doctorate in this field in 1975 from the University of the City of New York.
As part of this field, religious thought was of particular interest to me, and
was the subject of my doctoral dissertation.

When I came to read the books in which are published the discourses of
Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh, I was struck by the diversity of his approach to
religion. I found Him to be a commentator of genius on the great religious
texts. The wealth of knowledge He brings to bear on the analysis of
traditional texts is truly awesome. Yet His commentaries are only the
foundations of a synthesis of the religious thoughts of Eastern and Western
civilizations. Such a synthesis has seldom been attempted, and when it has,
it has not been successful. Hegel is one of the most famous examples of
philosophers who tried and did not succeed.

Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh's greatness lies in his bringing together his
vast knowledge of religious thoughts and a profound knowledge of human nature.
His work does not remain intellectual; it touches its readers very personally
with insights more profound than can be found in the works of any writer
to-day. His work transcends the limits of ideas and becomes experiential,
thus affecting the lives of thousands from different countries and cultures.

_ As a historian, I do not doubt that Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh's works
will stand as masterpieces in the fields of religion and psychology. As a
human being, the reading of His books had such aB impact on me that I
travelled to India to hear His discourses. He made "live'" for me the
teachings of Jesus and Budcha and Lao Tzu and many others. And the context
of this experience was not buried in the past, but practical in the world

I live in. The meaning of the word religion ceased to be an intellectual
concept and became a joyous experience. I am immensely grateful to be one

of His disciples.
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