Leonard J Okonski

Rajneeshpuram
PO Box 10
Oregon 97741

24 July 1983

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

I am writing this letter to testify that Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh
is a person of exceptional ability in science and art.

This testimony 'is based on my experience in the world as a
Major in the United States Army from 1947 to 1967; as a
professor of graduate school in the field of business at
Golden Gate University from 1969 to 1974, and as a top exec-
utive of a multi-billion dollar corporation, Pacific Gas

and Electric Company, San Francisco, from 1967 to 1975. 1In
addition I have travelled to many countries throughout the
world and have studied their way of life and religion.

‘While travelling the world from 1975 to 1978 I arrived in
India to study several religious men. The first man I was
supposed to visit for 3 days was Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh in
Poona. I was so impressed with the teachings of Rajneesh
that I extended my visit to three weeks, to three months,
and then eventually to three years.

During this time I participated in the activities of the

commune and was personally acquainted with Bhagwan. I talked

to him soon after my arrival and then several times in 1979.

I attended daily discourses which he gave and on many occasions
attended private sessions where he talked and worked with

people on human and self-development. In addition I have studied
his works from many of the books by Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh.

In my opinion Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh is the most unique and
extraordinary person I have met in my lifetime. His know-
ledge of world situations, human development, religious
insight, and total understanding of the nature of man, far
exceed that of any other person I have known, read or heard
of. In addition to having the knowledge he also has a unique
and sincere way of expressing himself so that he has touched
the hearts of millions all over the world. This can be
attested to by the fact that over the world there are over
350,000 devotees of his. He has touched the lives of many
people and is recognised as a world religious leader in

many many countries of the world.

Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh left India and came to the United

States in 1981. The first religious celebration here saw

over 6000 people attending and this year, 1983, over

15,000 people came from all over the world. Rajneesh is

now in a period of silence but his communication and rapport

is greater than if he were speaking. Through his silence he has
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established a heart to heart communion with his followers, which
emanates as a very strong and powerful means of communication.

As a military man I can see the enormous possibilities of
"Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh's works being powerfully instrumental

in the establishment of world peace. His insight, perspective
and uncanny way of looking at world problems brings about
solutions which could be realized as ways and means for a lasting

peace.

We are very fortunate to have a man of this calibre living in
the USA. It is . another example where the "Land of the Free"
has opened its arms to an exceptional person who is devoted
to love and peace for the entire world. I am quite positive
that his presence will substantially increase our cordial
relationships with other countries in the world.

I strongly urge that Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh be given residence
in this country so he can continue his work toward world peace.

Sincerely,
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Leonard J Okonski
Major, (U.S. Army (Retired)



