Rajneeshpuram, OR 9:74L
July 22, 1983

TO WHOM 1T MAY CONCERN :

As a formen professon of English Literature 4n Sonoma State University,
Rohnept Park, California and as a pubfished poet (Black Sparnrow Press, City Lights,
Other Voices and Denman 1sland Rag and Bone] I can verify that the spinitual
masiten Bhagwan Shree Rajfneesh, £5 a man 0§ excepticnal ability in the Arnts.

Bhagwan's spontaneous, verbal discourses given daily for over ten years
stand with the §inest philosophical treatises op Literary commentaries,
and will one day be regarded as wonrks of genius. These discournses probed
the deepest Levels of the human psyche and gave 4resh Linsight into the sources
04 neligious consclousness; grom Lao-Tzu Lo Gautam fhe Buddha, Jesus Zo
Zanathusitrna, the Hassids to Zen Haiku poets. Many of the works of the western
Literarny giants; ToLsioy, Nietzche, Samuel Becketf, Hemingway, Nikos Kazantzakis,
Walt Whitman, Rainer Maria Rilke ete. efc. wene discussed duning this period;
Bhagwan with ever-present wit, compassion and clarnifty helping us all to more
deeply undenstand and be moved by art as a dynamic, alive, sounrce of transgormation.

The ultimate §Lowering of those discounses was Lnto silence, the present
stage of his work as a mastern, a heart to heart communion with his disciples;
a blossoming grom gorm Ainto presence, feacher info the fteaching, poet into
the poem itself. This 48 the goal 05 the arntist; to become one with his art;
the writen £o be s0 immensed in the stony that the readern cannot feel the
separation, the poet to become 40 empty that the poem appears to have wiiften
Atself. This 4s the "hidden Love affair" or 4in poetic terms the Muse that gudides
and nurtures the antist from within. 1t 4s the well-spring on twst from which
all great art is born negandless of social conditions, approval on hecognition
grom the outs.ide. Within this context Bhagwan's present day silence L8 not
silent at all, simply non-verbal. His presence a merging with a sounce of energy
that continues to inspine and reach those with heants open enocugh to feel, eyes
clean enough fo see, a man in full radiance with the curnent of Life Ltselq.

In the Zen Haiku tradition, which produced and continues fo produce some of
the wonld's §inest poetry, many works were Left unsigned., Thousands of poems,
wiitten by disciples in the presence of a silent master or sage wene Left 4in
the monastnies, Like Leaves in the wind. Historians went crhazy searching for
the authons to such gems, but none were found. However gems are gems! What
difgernence does it make who wrofe them? The poem remains Long aften the poet
disappeans. The spinit Lingerns in the ant Long afien the antist 48 forgotton.
Similarly, Bhagwan's presence has not only continued but deepened without the
wonds. 1t 4is a silent phenomenon - the Mastern/Disciple relationship. After
50 many yeans of speaking Lt L5 only natural that the master becomes quiet,
that the disciple ghows more sensitive and the nelationship moves to a deepen
Level.

I am a present day disciple of Bhagwan, Living and working 4in Rajfneeshpuram,
feeling that presence every moment and every day and never miss my Mastern's
words or Long for him Lo speak. He is without doubt one of the finest poets
I have evern heard and yet without wonds, his poetny has expanded in my heant
o become one with all 1 see, made my Life 50 magical that the only poem Lefz
4 gratitude, sheer gratitude fon this Life showerning its blessings every day
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- Zhe stans and moon and sky - the quick nising of a storm beyond the
mesa and a hawk's sudden §Lashing of wings in the screeching wind, on
the niver at midnight, glowing Like a beacon in the sifver moon.

In shont, Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh 48 a man of exceptional ability in
the Mts, a spinitual master on an equal Level of Buddha on Jesus of
Lao-Tzu and his presence in This country at this Zime 48 thuly the gi{z
0f gifts.

Sincernely,

WA W

Michael L. Donovan, B.A., M.A. EnglLish
(Swami Sudhino)



