Lawrence J. Fitzpatrick, PhD
600 Millers Av. S.E.
Knoxville, TN 37920

To whom it may concern:

As a behavioral scientist and a student in the fields of Child
Development and Psychology, I wish to affirm the pre-eminent status
that Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh holds in establishing new epistemological
foundations and organizational discipline underlying my field of
endeavor. I have extensively studied audio recordings and transcripts
of his lectures over a four year period beginning in 1979, and I find
the constructs presented to be a valuable addition to my profession.

His insights into the dynamics underlying human action, generated
via an eastern mystical perspective, present the student of western
psychological disciplines with a unique approach toward understanding
human activity. Specifically, my interpretation of his work generates
the following constructs: (1) that higher human consciousness is possible
and indeed desirable; (2) that this consciousness can be effected
through awareness and professional detachment; (3) that man is not an
ego-bound being; (4) that ego is a barrier to awareness and consciousness;
and (5) that mind in the service of ego is an important mechanism
through which that barrier is maintained.

As one may recognize, this is not conventional academic thought
underlying analysis of human activity. In fact, the approach toward ego
and mind runs counter to much traditional lore in western psychological
disciplines. Yet one can see In those persons living his message a
vitality and dynamism that essentially validates t‘his approach. His
mode of presentation is, to speak mildly, unique in conventional western
context: communities of individuals that live his principles.

Thus Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh embodies-a set of principles that
profoundly challenge ongoing tradition in the psychological disciplines.
However, the extent to which he challenges western psychological thought
is an important measure of the extent of his contribution to the process
of evolution of western systems.

At this critical juncture in the development of western societies,
when earlier modes of action are being questioned more and more
vigorously and when many analysts forsee a very difficult period of
growth at hand, it would appear valuable to reach toward the east for an
infusion of constructs to help effect dynamic new syntheses. It is from
this perspective that I see the value of Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh's
contribution to my professional discipline.
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