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August 2, 1983

NTo whom it May Concerns

I am the Medicine Chief of the Bear Tribe Medicine Society, a group of
Native and nen-Native people, working and sharing together. As a
spiritual leader and teacher, I have travelled extensively, both at home
and abroad, lecturing and teaching on Native American philosophy,
spiritual truths, and earth awareness., I am the author of a number of
books, and founder of MANY SMOKES MAGAZINE, the oldest Native American
magazine now in publication, founded in 1961. My own autobiography will
be published this fall.

I first became aware of Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh during my travels several
years ago, and have since followed the growth of his following with wome
interest, Although I have never met him personally, many of his follow-
ers have attended my lectures and workshops, both here in the United
States and in Europe. I have found them to have inquiring minds and to
be extremely open to new ideas. From what I have seen, I do not feel
that Rajneesh attempts to lock his followers to his teachings, only, but
rather encourages them to look and study in many directions,

It seems to me it would be a tremendous religious discrimination to de-
prive his people of his leadership and presence here, by denying his visa.
I believe each spiritual teacher has his own knowledge and his own gift

to bring to the world. The United States of America was founded on prin-
ciples that included religious freedoms for all peoples., Duringz this
time, when our country has been quick to criticize other governments,
notably Russia and Iran, for their oppressive stands on human rights
issues, it seems vitally important that we, as a country, allow all of
our people this continued freedom to study and practice whatever religious
teachings they wish.

Publishers of MANY SMOKES Magazine.
Sponsors of Self-Reliance, Medicine Wheel, and Earth Awareness seminars.
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It is my personal sense, as well as the teaching of my native tradition,
that each man has his own vision, and that should be respected. As we
say, we never judge another person unless we have walked in his moccasins.
I believe Bhagwan 3hree Rajneesh to be an exceptional leader and teacher
in his own right, not only for those who regard themselves as his follow-
ers, but also in helping others to overcome prejudices. Certainly,
Eastern religions have as much place here as do the Catholic and Protes-
tant teachings from Europe, and our own Hative traditions. I believe
that Rajneesh should be allowed to continue te live in the United Stsztes,
if he wishes, and pray that the immigration officials involved will comne
to this compassionate and proper decision.

In the final analysis, I see this as an excellent opportunity for the
United States Government, by allowing Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh's continued
presence here, to show the world that we do, indeed, offer true religious
freedom to all those who enter here.

Yours respectfully,

_Bum Bps

SUN BEAR, MEDICIKE CHIEF
BEAR TRIBE MEDICINE SOCIETY
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