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A.DURWOODFOSTER
PROFESSCAOF CmA 2TIAN
THEOLOGY

July 15, 1983

To Whom it May Ccncern:

It is a pleasure to acknowlédge Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh as a person of
exceptional ability in arts and sciences.

My credentials in offering such an acknowledgment rest upon my professorial
standing as a religious scheolar and theologian. I am presently Professor
of Christian Theology at the Pacific School of Religion and the Graduate
Theological Union. I have taught at Pacific School of Religion since 1959.
Prior to that I was Associate Professor of the History and Philosophy of
Religion at Duke University for five years, and prior to that I was an
instructor in Theology and Philosophy of Religion at Union Theological
Seminary in New York City. .

During my career I have taught consistently not only in the field of
Christian studies but also in the general history and phenomenology of
religions. 2 special interest of mine has been the so-called new
religious movements. It is in this setting, of course, that Bhagwan
Shree Rajneesh has come to my attention.

I am not in any sense a specialist in the thought of Bhagwan or of the
Rajneesh movement. In addition to what I have learned through the media,
I have done some reading in his publications and have talked with
colleagues whose investigation of him and the movement has been more
specialized. From the impressions I have gathered it seems obvious that
Bhagwan Rajneesh is possessed of a prodigious intellect as well as
remarkable spiritual creativity. His knowledge of religious traditions,
as well as his ability to synthesize the great teachers with contemporary
experience, is truly extraordinary. This can be said emphatically,
without undertaking any evaluation of his religious viewpoint as such.

I believe Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh should by all means be admitted into

the United States, if he so desires. He is a person of rare spiritual
attainment. I have no doubt that many would find his presence in this
country very beneficial.

Sincerely,
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